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Program Overview

Presentations are listed in program order below, but abstracts appear in this book by type of session.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

WELCOME Friday, 11:00-11:10

SESSION 1 Friday, 11:15 - 12:45

Unhousing the Norm: Disability, Pets, and the Politics of Home — Anita Franklin

Autonomous Guides and Human-Animal Encounters: An Autoethnography of the “Two Dogs of the Two
Mountains” — Danim R. Majerano

Compassion on the Streets: A Qualitative Study of Human-Street Dog Relationships in Bangladesh —
Sarah Zannat

Conservation Messaging in Zoos and the Perceptions of Illegal Wildlife Trade Among AZA and Zoo
Professionals — Faranak Parkami

Friday, 13:00-14:30
Critical Pet Studies (CPS) as politics and practice: Apprehending the greyhound problem.
Facilitated by Dr. Kerry Herbert

SESSION 2 rriday, 15:00 - 16:30

Sensationalism to Sensibility: An Anthrozoological Perspective on Human-Leopard Coexistence in
Mumbai's Sanjay Gandhi National Park — Ananya Mahale

Eating Brains as Food for Thought: The Semiotic Curse of the BSE Outbreak — Anna Dijkstra
Reclaiming Futurity: Death Accompaniment as Metaphysical Resistance — Gemma Huckerby

When Humans Become Background Noise: Rethinking Disturbance Through the Perspective of Urban
Carrion Crows — Sera Cakir

FLASH TALKS 1 Ffriday, 16:45-17:25

Beyond Speciesism: Challenging Anthropocentric Notions in Perumal Murugan's 'Poonachi' (2016)
through a Bergerian Lens — Astha Sharma

Witnessing the Flesh: Vigils for Animals as Rituals of Becomings in Northern Italy's Antispeciesist Activism
— Giulia Roti

Non-human Animals Kept in Captivity During Emergencies - Polish (Lack of) Regulations — /zabela
Walkiewicz

Tasty Jackfruits, Craving Elephants: Human-Elephant Interactions in the Monsoons — Krithika Rajesh

Caution in Adopting Local Names: Correlations Between Naming and Community Perceptions of the
Tapanuli Orangutan in a Conservation Context — Rahmadi Sitompul
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“Wild Elephants and Humans Need to Co-exist”: Experiences of Rural Villagers in Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka
— W.M.M.P. Wasalabandara

Writing the Lives of Lucy and Raja: Animal Subjectivity, Individualization, and Narrative Appropriation —
Weronika Wgsowicz

Development and Validation of a Community Cat Behavior and Welfare Scale in Urban China — Yuzhu Fu

Friday, 17:25 - 17:35

Saturday, 14:00-14:10

SESSION 3 saturday, 14:10 - 15:40

The Inequities of Human-Elephant Coexistence: An Assessment of Deterrent Strategies and Crop
Protection Costs in Thailand — Ave Owen

Studying the Plight of Non-Breed Pet Dogs in Urban India Using Anita Desai's “Diamond Dust” — Harshita
U Urs

Early Iron Age Human-Giraffe Interaction at Letaba, Kruger National Park — Nicole Visser

Designing With, Not For: An Interspecies Design Course as Anthrozoological Pedagogy — Vitali Valtanen

Workshop two: Animal Biographies 15:55-17:30
Michelle Szydlowski, PhD, Miami University, Department of Biology

Saturday, 18:00 - 19:30
Giant Ants, Killer Sharks, Rabid Dogs: An Analysis of Non-human Animals-as-Antagonists in Horror Films
— Eli Griffin
Boundary Work Across Contexts: Care, Control and Agency in Working Equid Advocacy — Holly Thackeray

Encountering Whales as a Human and Researcher: Reflections About Animal Ethics in Research and
Complementary Perspectives for Interspecies Justice — Valena Mogwitz

Invisible Labour in Wildlife Conservation — Thandiwe-Wanjir(i Delgado-Kinyatti

FLASH TALKS 2 saturday, 19:45-20:25

People’s Understanding of Animal Emotions Predict Their Responses to Cats and Dogs Exhibiting
Challenging Behaviors — Anna E. Holloway

Do Pets Reciprocate? Examining Beliefs About Animal Emotional Bonds — /sabel C. Melton
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The Semantics of Wild and Domesticated Reindeer Among the Evenki of Siberia — Marcia Alejandra Castro
Sepllveda

Domestication by Projection: Anthropocentric Interpretations of Raccoon Behavior and Physiology in
Science and Media — /Vessie O'Nejl

Ecoporn with Chinese Characteristics: Troubling Ecological Civilisation in CCTV's Chinese White Dolphin —
Pit Hok Yau, Tim
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SESSION 1

Friday « 11:15-12:45

Unhousing the Norm: Disability, Pets, and the Politics of Home

Anita Franklin

Flinders University « Expected graduation: 2027

ABSTRACT

This presentation explores how home design and accessibility shape the lived experiences and relational
dynamics of disabled people and their companion animals. Drawing on critical animal studies, critical
disability studies, and the sociology of home, Anita examines how ableism and speciesism intersect within
domestic space. While much housing research remains anthropocentric, this work situates the home as a
multispecies site where power, care, access, and belonging are negotiated daily. Drawing on analysis of home
visits with disabled participants and their companion animals, Anita presents key findings including the
negotiation of shared space, multispecies routines of care, access barriers and everyday resistance, and
spatial strategies for accessibility and inclusion. These findings show how disabled multispecies households
adapt, resist, and reimagine home environments in response to normative housing design, access barriers,
and institutional systems. Anita outlines the theoretical and methodological framework guiding her PhD
research, which critically attends to the agency, presence, and relational participation of companion animals
alongside disabled people. She concludes with reflections on inclusive research practices and the

transformative potential of domestic space when reimagined through interdependence, access, and justice.

SPEAKER BIO
Anita Franklin is a PhD candidate in Sociology at Flinders University and an Accredited Mental Health Social

Worker based in regional South Australia. Her research draws on critical disability studies, critical animal
studies, and the sociology of home, with a focus on access, domestic space, multispecies relations, and the
politics of care. Her PhD examines how home design and accessibility shape the experiences, routines, and
relational dynamics of disabled people and their companion animals in shared domestic spaces. Her
methodology attends closely to the presence, agency, and everyday entanglements of companion animals,
while remaining critically alert to the limits of human research paradigms. Anita’s research is guided by a
commitment to complexity, intersectionality, and the intertwined relationships between people, animals,
environments, and systems. She also runs Intertwined Therapy & Consulting, which supports inclusive,

ethical, and creative care across species and settings.
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Autonomous Guides and Human-Animal Encounters: An
Autoethnography of the “Two Dogs of the Two Mountains”

Danim R. Majerano

University of the Philippines « Expected graduation: 2028

ABSTRACT

In this study, human interactions with dogs are examined on the trails of Mountain Kupapey and Mountain
Fato in Mountain Province, Philippines, and the particular practice known locally as the “Two Dogs of the Two
Mountains.” The use of autoethnographic methodology allowed the researcher to explore the intersection
between indigenous ecological knowledge and ecotourism through her reflections on personal experiences
of encountering the dogs that served as autonomous guide dogs for tourists. The theoretical foundation of
the research is provided by Pierre Bourdieu's conceptualization of the field of cultural production, according
to which the mountain trails serve as a separate social space within which the local indigenous knowledge of
the area, embodied and transmitted via the dogs, serves as cultural capital. Far from simply being a curiosity

for tourists, the dogs play an important part as legitimizers of the area's culture for outsiders.

SPEAKER BIO
Danim R. Majerano is a Filipino educator, researcher, and cultural studies scholar associated with the

Department of Education and Samahang Saliksik Pasig, Inc., in the Philippines. He is known for his work on
Philippine cultural heritage, local history, visual politics, religiosity, and ethnographic studies focused on
Pasig and broader Filipino culture. He is a current PhD Anthropology student at the University of the

Philippines Diliman.

Compassion on the Streets: A Qualitative Study of Human-Street
Dog Relationships in Bangladesh

Sarah Zannat
IUBAT - International University of Business Agriculture and Technology « Expected graduation: 2028

ABSTRACT

Street dogs are a visible part of everyday life in Bangladesh and they often occupy the same spaces as
humans while being viewed through conflicting perspectives of fear, nuisance or compassion. Although
public discussions frequently focus on issues of safety and population management, less attention is given to
the experiences of individuals who actively care for street dogs. This study addresses this gap by exploring
how individuals who actively feed, rescue and care for street dogs in Bangladesh understand and negotiate

their relationships with them. Using a qualitative research approach, the study employs semi-structured
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interviews with individuals involved in feeding, rescuing and caring for street dogs to understand their
motivations, challenges, emotional connections with the animals and perspectives on human-animal
coexistence. The research focuses on three interconnected concepts from anthrozoology which are
human-animal relationships, care and compassion and multispecies coexistence. Through thematic analysis,
the study examines motivations, emotional bonds with street dogs, experiences with public attitudes and
views on sharing urban spaces with non-human animals of individuals. By bringing attention to the voices of
caregivers, the study aims to provide insight into how practices of care shape relationships between humans
and street dogs and contribute to possibilities for coexistence. The research seeks to contribute to
anthrozoological discussions of ethics, responsibility and everyday interactions between humans and other

animals in contemporary Bangladesh.

SPEAKER BIO
Sarah Zannat is a second-year student in the Bachelor of Arts in English program at IUBAT- International

University of Business Agriculture and Technology in Bangladesh. She is interested in literature, language and
cultural studies and enjoys exploring topics that connect human experiences with society and culture. As an
undergraduate student, she is developing her skills in academic research and writing through coursework
and independent projects. Her current research focuses on human-animal relationships and the experiences
of people who care for street dogs in Bangladesh. Through opportunities such as academic conferences, she

hopes to learn from other researchers and gain experience in presenting her work to a wider audience.

Conservation Messaging in Zoos and the Perceptions of lllegal
Wildlife Trade Among AZA and Zoo Professionals

Faranak Parkami - with Christine Buzinde

Arizona State University « Expected graduation: 2027

ABSTRACT
Zoos accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) attract millions of visitors annually and

serve as key sites for conservation education, offering opportunities to influence public attitudes and
behaviors toward wildlife. At the same time, illegal wildlife trade (IWT) remains a major global threat, driven
in part by consumer demand and everyday human actions. Despite the AZA's emphasis on conservation
education at accredited zoos, many of these facilities do not discuss IWT with their guests. This may be
because zoos seek to avoid upsetting visitors by addressing the sensitive and often distressing topic of IWT.
While the literature includes studies on conservation education in zoos and visitor learning, the IWT

awareness of zoo professionals and the extent to which IWT is incorporated into zoo-based educational
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messaging remain unclear. Thus, drawing on an environmental awareness framework, this study examines
how professionals in the AZA and its accredited zoos perceive IWT and how these perceptions are reflected in
awareness-raising practices. Using a qualitative approach, the research combines semi-structured interviews
with AZA and zoo professionals and document analysis of AZA guidelines and zoo educational materials. The
analysis will be completed by the time of the conference. By highlighting how professional perceptions shape
conservation messaging at zoos, this study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of zoos' role in

addressing global conservation challenges, particularly IWT.

SPEAKER BIO
Faranak Parkami is a PhD candidate in Community Resources and Development, majoring in Tourism at

Arizona State University. Her work is grounded in the belief that animals possess intrinsic value. Through her
research, she seeks to raise awareness of underexamined conservation issues, particularly illegal wildlife
trade (IWT) and the role of tourists in it. She aims to contribute to reducing human-induced wildlife suffering
while recognizing the importance of cultural contexts in shaping conservation efforts. Her current research
focuses on IWT awareness and the development and communication of educational messages related to this

issue.
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-]
SESSION 2

Friday « 15:00 - 16:30

Sensationalism to Sensibility: An Anthrozoological Perspective on
Human-Leopard Coexistence in Mumbai's Sanjay Gandhi National
Park

Ananya Mahale
University of Edinburgh « Expected graduation: 2025

ABSTRACT

Situated within one of the world's most densely populated cities, Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) in
Mumbai represents a remarkable and underexplored landscape: a protected forest of over 104 square
kilometres embedded within a sprawling urban metropolis. Home to a thriving population of leopards
(Panthera pardus fusca), SGNP presents a uniquely complex arena for human-wildlife interaction, where
residents of surrounding communities and leopards negotiate shared space daily. This paper examines the
human-leopard relationship in SGNP through an anthrozoological lens, exploring the cultural, social, and
ecological dimensions that shape coexistence. Drawing on existing literature, media analyses, and
ethnographic accounts, it traces the historical trajectory of this relationship — from periods of conflict and
fear-driven sensationalism to an emerging culture of tolerance. Central to this shift has been the role of the
Maharashtra Forest Department, whose community engagement strategies have transformed public
narratives around leopards and catalysed what might be described as a 'live and let live' dynamic. The paper
interrogates what this interspecies relationship reveals about human attitudes toward predators in urban
settings, and how cultural identity, media framing, and institutional intervention together shape the
conditions for coexistence. It argues that SGNP represents a globally significant case study in human-wildlife
relations — one that challenges dominant narratives of inevitable conflict and demonstrates how

anthrozoological thinking can inform more compassionate, community-rooted conservation.

SPEAKER BIO
Ananya is a recent postgraduate with an MSc in Applied Animal Behaviour and Animal Welfare from the

University of Edinburgh and a BA in Psychology and Anthropology from St. Xavier's College, Mumbai. She
brings an interdisciplinary perspective to the study of human-animal interactions, with particular interests in
coexistence strategies and the cultural dimensions of interspecies relationships. Ananya spent more than a

year at Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP), Mumbai, working on conservation education and creating
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content to raise global awareness of SGNP's unique ecological significance. She also completed her MSc
dissertation at Edinburgh Zoo, investigating the impact of visitor interactions on the behaviour of Gentoo
Penguins. Beyond academia, Ananya runs an Instagram account @wildlyy_yourss, where she makes content
on topics such as wildlife biodiversity, ethnobotany, human-animal interactions and animal behaviour
accessible and engaging for a wider audience. She has set her feet in a mix of worlds from Anthropology to
Animal behaviour. But her true passion lies on the bridge where it all meets, where human-animal

interactions and coexistence become fascinating.

Eating Brains as Food for Thought: The Semiotic Curse of the BSE
Outbreak

Anna Dijkstra

University of Cambridge « Expected graduation: 2025

ABSTRACT

The “Mad Cow Disease” crisis that surged through the United Kingdom in the 1990s is primarily thought of as
a political scandal of human suffering. And while there were 178 human victims of vCJD, an oversight in our
collective memory of the epidemic is striking: over 183,000 non-human animals, primarily cows, had their
lives cut short by the disease in the United Kingdom alone - a count that does not include the millions
murdered in anticipation of their illnesses. The cause of this epidemic was putting leftover meat, including
parts of the central nervous system, into both cow and human food. In response, an almost metaphysical
appeal was made to a universal immorality of cannibalism. But apart from a non-committal sentiment about
BSE being “nature's revenge” for feeding flesh to herbivores, the fate of the majority of victims - the cows -
has been ignored. Might we, in line with vegan studies, repurpose the metaphysical appeal to ethics
entrenched in BSE discourse for good? By tracing the implications of this metaphysical expression of a
collective social horror across various broadcasts, this essay introduces the concept of the semiotic curse: the
bodily transference of illness underlines a significatory one. Combining Cornips's recent multispecies
linguistics with Heideggerean metaphysics and Weil-inspired religious thinking, | argue that our language
enables this atrocity. A metaphysical intervention through the notion of “evil” begs to be drawn out, however;

the harmful rhetoric of BSE might help us find a way out, too.

SPEAKER BIO
Anna Dijkstra is a literary researcher whose work focuses on the epistemological entanglements of modernist

literature, with particular interests in non-human consciousness, the early Wittgenstein, H.D., and formal

logic. She recently completed an MPhil in English Studies at the University of Cambridge. Her work has
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previously appeared in publications including the Journal of Comparative Literature and Aesthetics, Echinox

Journal, and The Modernist Review.

Reclaiming Futurity: Death Accompaniment as Metaphysical
Resistance

Gemma Huckerby

Université de Paris VIII, Saint-Denis « Expected graduation: after 2029

ABSTRACT

Western industrial capitalism operates through a necropolitics that is not merely a ‘theft of life, but an
ontological theft of futurity. Under the logic of Chronos, animal bodies are transformed into temporal cages
where biological growth - heartbeats and aging - is transmogrified into a countdown toward extraction. This
“Anthropological Machine” (Agamben, 2004) traps the animal in a captivated, pre-calculated present. This
presentation interrogates practices of “death accompaniment” in animal sanctuaries as a radical disruption
of this ontogenetic extraction. Beyond the logistics of a ‘peaceful death', accompaniment represents a
deliberate “dwelling with” (Heidegger, 1993) that inhabits the final passage as a shared transition and a
shared bodily destiny. Drawing on personal experience and a “queering” of Western time (Halberstam, 2005),
| argue that these practices function as acts of metaphysical resistance. By witnessing the natural conclusion
of a life arc, the human co-dweller restores the recognition of animal agency and the metaphysical
inviolability of non-human futurity. Concretely, this session explores how death accompaniment resists this
ontological theft, dismantles the human-animal binary, and manifests kinship as literal quantum
entanglement (Barad, 2007). In this relational field, death is not a systemic exit but a ‘re-folding into the land'
- a return to ancestral agency and a reciprocal gift of life back to the earth (Watts, 2013). Ultimately, by
acknowledging a shared bodily destiny and energetic field, death accompaniment explodes the fiction of

separation, restituting phenomenological futurity through the honored entanglement of intra-action.

SPEAKER BIO
Gemma is a lst-year doctoral researcher in Critical Gender & Animal Studies within the Gender & Sexuality

Studies program at the University of Paris VIII, co-directed by the Anthropology and Critical Animal Studies
program at the University of Liege. Her current doctoral research interrogates Western metaphysics and its
representation in animal ethics, exploring opportunities for its deconstruction via engagement with
Indigenous cosmologies; her upcoming fieldwork will take place with Indigenous communities in Australia.

Gemma holds an MA in Anthrozoology from Exeter University, an MA in Politics from the University of
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Edinburgh, and an MPhil in International Relations from the University of Geneva. Her scholarly work is

deeply informed by both her hands-on practice and personal experiences within sanctuary spaces.

When Humans Become Background Noise: Rethinking
Disturbance Through the Perspective of Urban Carrion Crows

Sera Cakir

University of Stirling « Expected graduation: 2025

ABSTRACT

Urban wildlife research often assumes that human presence acts as a disturbance, with studies frequently
treating human presence and urbanisation as closely related drivers of behavioural change. However,
emerging evidence suggests that human-modified environments and the immediate presence of people may
affect animals in different ways (Oliver et al.,, 2026), raising questions about how disturbance is
conceptualised in human-wildlife research. This presentation draws on an MSc project investigating whether
free-living carrion crows (Corvus corone), a cognitively flexible species commonly found in urban
environments, altered their vocal behaviour in response to human presence and proximity. Using structured
observations, | tested the prediction that vocal effort would decrease when humans were more numerous or
closer. Contrary to expectations, vocal behaviour remained stable across gradients of human density and
proximity. Rather than focusing solely on this null result, | use it to reflect on a broader assumption within
urban ecology: that urbanisation and human presence are functionally equivalent forms of disturbance. If
urban-adapted crows continue communicating regardless of nearby human activity, what does this suggest
about how they perceive people in their everyday environments? By combining behavioural findings with
recent work distinguishing human presence from landscape modification, | argue for a more animal-centred
approach to studying urban wildlife. In doing so, this presentation contributes to discussions of agency,

coexistence, and the challenges of representing non-human perspectives in research.

SPEAKER BIO
Sera Cakir recently completed an MSc in Human-Animal Interactions at the University of Stirling, graduating

with Distinction. Her research interests lie at the intersection of animal behaviour, cognition, conservation,
and human-wildlife coexistence. Her MSc dissertation investigated how free-living carrion crows respond to
human presence in urban environments, exploring broader questions about animal adaptation to
human-dominated landscapes. Sera has also conducted research on captive lion welfare at Edinburgh Zoo
and contributed to conservation outreach projects through the British Carnivore Project. Alongside her

research, she volunteers as a Wildlife Watch Leader with the Scottish Wildlife Trust, delivering nature-based
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educational activities for children. She is particularly interested in applying behavioural and cognitive
approaches to conservation challenges and is currently pursuing opportunities to continue developing as a

researcher in conservation cognition and human-wildlife interactions.
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]
SESSION 3

Saturday « 14:10 - 15:40

The Inequities of Human-Elephant Coexistence: An Assessment of
Deterrent Strategies and Crop Protection Costs in Thailand

Ave Owen - with Antoinette van de Water, Rick C. Leong, Kevin Matteson

King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi « Expected graduation: 2028

ABSTRACT

Living near elephants imposes multiple challenges for farmers, yet studies often overlook how farmers
combine deterrent strategies and how the costs of crop protection are distributed within communities. This
study evaluates variation in deterrent strategies, elephant-caused economic loss and the financial and social
costs of crop protection in Ruam Thai Village, bordering Kuiburi National Park in Thailand. We used
household surveys and farmer interviews to determine the types and combinations of deterrents used across
farms growing different crop species and varying in plot size, and to assess farmers' financial investment in
deterrents and night guarding effort in relation to distance to the protected area, elephant encounter
frequency and elephant-caused yield loss. Farmers growing pineapple (a preferred food for elephants) used
the most deterrents, including the highest frequency of night guarding and firecracker use. However, no
deterrent strategy fully protected farms from economic loss. Financial investment in deterrents was
associated with elephant encounter frequency and elephant-caused yield loss, suggesting farmers are caught
in a ‘mitigation treadmill' where protective investments escalate alongside damage, without resolving the
underlying conflict. Night guarding effort was greatest among farmers closest to the protected area border
and among those reporting the highest elephant-caused yield loss. These results demonstrate that the costs
of human-elephant coexistence are unevenly distributed, leaving the most exposed farmers to bear the
burden of these escalating defensive expenditures. Coordinated, community-led crop protection strategies
are essential to interrupt this cycle, reduce inequities, and increase socio-economic resilience in communities

living alongside elephants.

SPEAKER BIO

Ave Owen has lived and worked in Thailand since 2014, studying Asian elephant behavior and
human-elephant coexistence. Ave completed their master's degree through Project Dragonfly at Miami
University in 2022, and began their PhD in the Conservation Ecology Program at King Mongkut's University of

Technology Thonburi in Bangkok, Thailand in 2024. Through their work with several local and international
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NGOs, Ave has led and consulted on elephant conservation projects in various Asian elephant range
countries. Currently, Ave is the Director of Strategy for Bring The Elephant Home, developing evidence-based,

community-driven strategies that foster human-elephant coexistence.

Studying the Plight of Non-Breed Pet Dogs in Urban India Using
Anita Desai's “Diamond Dust”

Harshita U Urs

Tumkur University « Expected graduation: 2026

ABSTRACT

In Urban India, foreign breed and pedigree dogs are preferred over nonbreed mongrels. Breed dogs
symbolise wealth, sophistication, refinement and social status. As a result of this prevalent assumption the
non-breed street dogs or mixed breed mongrels and mutts are often treated with disgust, disregard and
contempt. Anita Desai's “Diamond Dust” portrays this sentiment eloquently through Mr. Das and his pet
Diamond. Diamond is an emotional prosthesis for Mr. Das, and their relationship is built on love, care, loyalty,
compassion, and patience. However, Diamond is a silent witness of human selfishness and social hypocrisy.
His non-breed identity contributes to his precarious and vulnerable condition. In urban areas, the attitude of
pet keepers is influenced by the opinions of neighbours and other people with whom they regularly interact.
As external judgment intensifies, owners internalise disdain, which weakens their emotional bond with their
pet dog and makes abandonment or disposing off seem a viable option. Desai critiques hierarchical thinking,
urban insensitivity and materialism through the treatment of Diamond. Against the backdrop of the story, this
paper investigates the significance of adopting non-breed dogs and questions the anthropocentric
assumption that domestication is an end in itself. Using a posthumanist theoretical framework, the paper
defends compassion for dogs as selective and subjective. While the paper interrogates the distress associated
with keeping a non-breed dog as a pet, it also highlights greater freedom and agency enjoyed by a street dog
compared to a pet mongrel. The paper recommends adopting Indie dogs as pets and advocates ethical
treatment of street dogs. Although the scope of this paper is limited to Indian street dogs, it can be extended

to other South Asian nations.

SPEAKER BIO
Harshita U Urs is a PhD student at Tumkur University, Karnataka, India. She studies the representations of

animals in literary works. Her work focuses on dog-human companionship, the ethical treatment of street
dogs, animals in urban India, dwindling forest cover, and human-wildlife conflict. Her research explores the

complex relationships between humans, animals, and changing ecological landscapes in contemporary
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India. She shares her home with five Indie dogs and four Indie cats. She also advocates adoption of native
Indian dogs and cats, promotes compassionate coexistence with community animals, and supports

awareness initiatives on animal welfare, conservation, and responsible pet guardianship.

Early Iron Age Human-Giraffe Interaction at Letaba, Kruger
National Park

Nicole Visser
University of Pretoria « Expected graduation: 2026

ABSTRACT

Giraffes have been an object of fascination throughout time owing to their extraordinary size, height, unique
markings and autonomy. They play an important role in the cosmologies of ancient societies and appear in
various rock paintings, ethnographies and historical texts throughout southern Africa. However, their remains
are uncommon finds at archaeological sites in the region, making it difficult to reconstruct possible economic
and symbolic roles in past societies. Large numbers of giraffe remains have been excavated at a first
millennium AD site on the banks of the Letaba River, in the modern-day Kruger National Park, South Africa.
The site has been linked to expansion of Indian Ocean trade networks into the interior of southern Africa and
provides a glimpse into life in a game-rich area during this time. The large number of giraffe bones identified
at Letaba provides a unique chance to explore human-animal relationships at a species-specific level. A
species-specific study enables a more comprehensive understanding of the biological and social behaviour of
a particular species and how people understood, exploited and incorporated these behaviours into their
belief systems. Combining an animal biographical approach with zooarchaeological analysis, this paper will
present preliminary findings on human-giraffe interaction during the first millennium AD. Results focus on
how giraffes were hunted, transported and butchered, in what contexts they were found and their spatial
relationship to one another. These aspects contribute towards understanding the context of giraffe

exploitation and their entanglement with humans at Letaba.

SPEAKER BIO
Nicole Visser is a Master's student in the Department of Anthropology, Archaeology and Development Studies

at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. She completed her undergraduate studies, in 2023, and her
Honours degree in Archaeology, in 2024, at the University of Pretoria. Her current research focuses on
southern African human-animal interactions during the first millennium AD, with a special interest in
human-giraffe encounters. She is an active member of the Letaba Archaeology Project and conducts

fieldwork in South Africa's Kruger National Park.
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Designing With, Not For: An Interspecies Design Course as
Anthrozoological Pedagogy

Vitali Valtanen

Estonian Academy of Arts « Expected graduation: 2029

ABSTRACT

How design shapes human relationships with other animals has become a growing concern in anthrozoology
and critical animal studies — yet how design education might be restructured to produce that shift remains
largely unexamined. This talk addresses that gap by describing a teaching experiment | ran in spring 2026 at
the Estonian Academy of Arts, where | rebuilt a bachelor-level product design course around the non-human
animals who live in the city. Over seven sessions, six students moved from a human-centred way of designing
towards one that starts from another species' point of view. They mapped the animals around our campus,
researched how different species perceive the world, and built “non-human personas” that asked them to
imagine life from another animal's perspective. Hands-on exercises let them physically experience ideas such
as agency, limited control, and embodied perception. We also went outside and listened to the city through a
microphone, closer to how other animals experience it. The feedback was unexpectedly strong. Students
called the course eye-opening, and several said they now notice animals in everyday life in a way they did not
before, and feel more responsibility as designers toward them. This case study suggests that design
education can function as a site of genuine anthrozoological value change — and that how future designers
are trained to perceive other animals is a structural question with real consequences for human-animal

relations in shared urban spaces.

SPEAKER BIO
Vitali Valtanen is a doctoral student and junior researcher in design at the Estonian Academy of Arts. His

doctoral project asks how urban spaces might be reimagined for multispecies coexistence, and how design
can recognise non-human animals as active agents rather than passive users of the city. He works through
creative practice, building his research around teaching experiments and design case studies that critically
question speciesism in design and its entanglement with broader structures of domination, including those
that shape human-human relations. Alongside his research, he teaches product design at bachelor level,
where he has begun introducing students to interspecies and more-than-human design. He is vegan and

animal-rights oriented, and these commitments shape both his teaching and his research.

Abstract Book « Page 17



Anthrozoology as International Practice 2026

Saturday « 16:00-17:30

Eli Griffin

University of Pennsylvania « Expected graduation: 2027

The horror genre of cinema is influential on popular culture, especially on perceptions of animals, as it acts as
a mirror for societal fears. As widespread presumptions of animal groups are fundamental in shaping
conservation efforts, understanding the impact of movies where the antagonist(s) of the film are animals -
also known as ‘ecohorror' - is essential for refining conservation and mitigating human-animal conflicts.
Many of these films were created to capitalize on existing zoophobias and act as vectors to spread and
intensify these fears, either to entire taxa (e.g. spiders, bees, hornets) or to specific species or breeds (e.g.
Rottweilers). Despite this, academic analysis of ecohorror is limited and focuses on prominent films (such as
Jaws). In this project, | reviewed thematic trends over time on the species and nature of animal antagonists
by surveying 416 ecohorror films released from 1910 to 2023. Ecohorror films have increased in prevalence,
with the greatest number released in the 2000s (n = 99; 23.80%). The most prominent animal antagonists
were sharks (n = 94; 22.60%), insects (n = 59; 14.18%), and snakes (n = 49; 11.78%). Nearly two-thirds of the
films featured modified animals (n = 257; 61.78%), most prominently those that were gigantic (n = 60; 31.91%)
or genetically modified (n = 44; 23.40%). These antagonists often compound personal phobias with societal
concerns; in many of these films, the antagonists act as manifestations of “nature's revenge” on humanity. As
eco-consciousness expands, new ecohorror antagonists are made, from ants made gigantic from nuclear

waste to genetically modified killer sharks.

SPEAKER BIO
Elisha ‘Eli" Griffin (they/he) is a Master's student at the University of Pennsylvania in the Animal Welfare &

Behavior program. Eli holds a Bachelor's of Science in Animal Behavior and Minor in Cultural Anthropology
from Bucknell University. They are currently working as a Behavioral Management Technician at Johns
Hopkins University. With their team they work to improve the lives of non-human animals being used for
biomedical research and help researchers form stronger and more empathetic relationships with them. Their

prior research has focused on comparative cognition, human and non-human animal behavioral ecology, and
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improving non-human animal welfare. Their research interests are on non-human animal depictions in
media, urban ecology, and human-non-human animal interactions, especially considering ethnicity and race.
Outside of academia, they engage in a wide variety of hobbies, most recently woodworking and urban

foraging. They live with a female cat called Kevin.

Holly Thackeray
Exeter  Expected graduation: 2025

It's estimated that there are more than 100 million working equids supporting over 600 million humans
worldwide. The narratives we most commonly encounter and promote revolve around ‘hard work' - the
physical labour that shows working animals carrying heavy loads across brick kilns and coal mines or helping
communities transport water and goods, often in challenging conditions. But less attention is paid to forms of
equine labour labelled as care and healing, or which may provide mutual benefit, and how equids' emotional
work is understood compared to more visible economic work. My undertaking of a digital communications
role for a working equid welfare charity coincided with an equid-related therapeutic/team experience
focused on horse-human boundary-setting. As someone whose equestrian experience had previously been
limited to more ‘easy-going' activities such as grooming and feeding, this raised discomfort around asserting
boundaries, benefitting from the work of animals my role was intended to support, and concern about
causing harm. The boundary exercise revealed how both therapeutic and advocacy work rely on ‘uneasy’
negotiations around care and control, safety and agency. Drawing on this experience, this presentation
considers boundary-setting as a lens for understanding tensions within animal advocacy. It acknowledges
that while less assertive approaches can cause uncertainty, boundaries can create safety and reduce harm,
but blur distinctions between direction and coercion. Extending this into advocacy practice, where charities
define ‘acceptable' animal labour, boundary-setting becomes integral. Rather than resolving whether such
labour is justified, this paper highlights how care, coercion, agency and advocacy remain entangled across

contexts.

SPEAKER BIO
Holly currently works as a digital editor for a working equine animal charity, which focuses on partnering with

communities across the world to give horses, donkeys and mules richer and more rewarding lives. Previously,

Abstract Book « Page 19



Anthrozoology as International Practice 2026

Holly worked at several human health charities and completed the MA in Anthrozoology at the University of

Exeter and a BA in Literature at York St John University.

Malena Mogwitz + with Anna Gudrun bérhallsdéttir
University of South-Eastern Norway & Hélar University « Expected graduation: 2025

In the quest to contribute to a world which respects and protects other-than-human life, we join other
scholars’ calls and previous work for re-evaluating our ethical attitudes towards other beings in research and
practise. We start by exploring underlying paradigms to current epistemologies and modern industrial
knowledge systems, for instance anthropocentrism, which often perpetuate divides and might be failing to
address certain realities which do not fit their own perspectives. Eventually we explore complementary value
systems and types of knowledge which can inspire a change in human ethical positioning towards
more-than-humans, drawing from bio-centric positions, animal ethics, and alternative types of knowledge.
Given the background in cetacean (whale) research of the first author, we focus on these animals and point
out concrete cases of personal experiences around whales, which happened in different socio-cultural
contexts. This leads us to ask whether the real problem which keeps us from treating more-than-humans with
respect and care is a lack of knowledge, or a lack of willingness of those in power to change their ethical
positioning.

SPEAKER BIO

Malena is a marine conservationist and recent graduate with an academic background in both natural
(ecology) and social sciences (outdoor studies & human-nature-relationships). Sensing the need to help
reconnect humans with the rest of the living world and to make a meaningful contribution to interspecies
justice, she holds a multidisciplinary perspective: With her focus on cetacean research and conservation, she
currently is a research associate within a small non-profit dedicated to these animals. Simultaneously,
Malena explores environmental philosophical perspectives with the aim to challenge current anthropocentric
lenses in research and conservation approaches, and to build bridges between different kinds of knowledge,

scientific disciplines, as well as between our human and other species.
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Thandiwe-Wanijirii Delgado-Kinyatti
Mount Holyoke College « Expected graduation: 2027

More often than not, when a person from a non African country goes on safari they see only the wild habitat,
the animals as they roam, and the only human interference is other vans filled with tourists doing the same
thing. The overlooked and hidden labour of Africans in wildlife parks and conservancies reinforces the
narrative of a “wild Africa,” a place that is only home to natural wonders. Growing up, often my family were
the only Kenyan guests at wildlife parks, where many of the employees would offer us additional information
about the history and inner workings of the wildlife conservation industry. Because of the comfortability that
comes from a shared culture and language, | came to understand the immense amount of labour involved in
wildlife conservation. Over the summer of 2025 and continuing into the summer of 2026 | have returned to
Kenya to film a documentary at Ol Pajeta Conservancy that compiles the stories of the people who are
invisible to tourists but whose labor keeps the parks running, including vets, rangers, and radio operators.
The collection of these interviews aims to investigate why some jobs are invisible to tourists and how racial
dynamics impact wildlife tourism and conservation in East Africa. This presentation will explore how
narratives of human animal connections between East Africans and animals are over and under exaggerated.
It will also examine how those narratives aid in conservation and how they could be changed to highlight

human labour and acknowledge African life in the fight for wildlife conservation.

SPEAKER BIO
Thandiwe-Wanjiru is a Kenyan-American undergraduate at Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts, where

she studies English Literature, Film, and African Studies with a focus on East African culture and the Kiswabhili
language. She hopes to continue her studies of human animal interaction in graduate school and tell stories

through film, creative non fiction and fiction and oral methods.
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]
FLASH TALKS 1

Friday « 16:45-17:25

Beyond Speciesism: Challenging Anthropocentric Notions in
Perumal Murugan's 'Poonachi' (2016) through a Bergerian Lens

Astha Sharma - with Prof. V. Premlata

Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra, India « Expected graduation: 2023

SPEAKER BIO

Astha Sharma is a Doctoral Candidate at Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra, U.P., India. Her field of
research is interdisciplinary, focusing on the intersection of Human-Animal Studies and Literature. She
analyzes literary texts and explores the representation and portrayal of nonhuman beings in human social
and cultural sectors. She shares close affinity with nonhuman beings and sympathizes with their cause. Her
love for her field and its subjects comes not just from theory, but also from her pet Cat, whom she loves
dearly. She wishes for her research to create an impact and change perceptions of those who are still new to

the field.

Witnessing the Flesh: Vigils for Animals as Rituals of Becomings in
Northern Italy's Antispeciesist Activism

Giulia Roti

Universita degli Studi di Siena « Expected graduation: 2028

SPEAKER BIO

Giulia Roti is a PhD candidate in Social Sciences and Humanities at the University of Siena. Her doctoral
research, titled Valuescapes of Antispeciesism, investigates the relations between human and non-human
individuals within the framework of antispeciesist activism. She explores how care practices and ethical
frameworks contribute to the emergence of new relational ontologies. Her interdisciplinary approach
integrates multispecies ethnography, feminist anthropology, critical animal studies and the anthropology of
consumption. Embracing a collaborative and engaged methodology, her fieldwork is rooted in the

co-production of knowledge alongside activists and non-human participants.
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Non-human Animals Kept in Captivity During Emergencies - Polish
(Lack of) Regulations
Izabela Walkiewicz

University of Warsaw « Expected graduation: 2026

SPEAKER BIO
Izabela Walkiewicz is a Master’s student in law at the Faculty of Law and Administration, University of Warsaw,

Poland. Her academic work focuses on the legal status of non-human animals, exploring the intersections of
civil law and non-human animal rights. She explores issues such as ownership and adoption of non-human
animals and the role of environmental and hunting regulations. Since 2024, she has also been a volunteer
with the Polish animal advocacy NGO Fundacja Czarna Owca Pana Kota, where she provides legal and
editorial support, including drafting a public guide on reporting crimes related to non-human animals,
preparing submissions in public consultations on regulations and co-authoring the report on the situation of

non-human animals during crises.

Tasty Jackfruits, Craving Elephants: Human-Elephant Interactions
in the Monsoons

Krithika Rajesh

University of Texas at Austin « Expected graduation: 2026

SPEAKER BIO
Krithika was born in India but has spent her life growing up in Temple, Texas. After graduating from high

school, she pursued an Environmental Science Biology degree in the Polymathic Scholars Honors Program.
Due to her interdisciplinary interests, she also studied for a Creative Writing Certificate and Hindi Minor. She
was active in volunteering organizations such as Community Engagement Collective and events like The
Project, where she developed their first sustainability initiative. She hopes to be a published author in the
future with a PhD in Conservation Biology or International Conservation Policy. During her gap years, she

intends to do research in Botswana and study other mammals.

Caution in Adopting Local Names: Correlations Between Naming
and Community Perceptions of the Tapanuli Orangutan in a
Conservation Context

Rahmadi Sitompul - with Kaniwa Berliani, Stanislav Lhota, Uli Kozok, and Julius Paolo Siregar

Universitas Sumatera Utara « Expected graduation: 2024
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SPEAKER BIO
Rahmadi Sitompul is a Livelihood Specialist at Yayasan Ekosistem Lestari-Sumatran Orangutan Conservation

Programme (YEL-SOCP), Indonesia, where he works at the intersection of conservation and local livelihoods
in orangutan landscapes across Sumatra. He holds an MSc in Biology from the Universitas Sumatera Utara
(USU). His research focuses on ethnoprimatology, anthrozoology, and human-wildlife relationships, with a
particular emphasis on the Tapanuli orangutan (Pongo tapanuliensis). His work has been published in
journals such as Primates and HAYATI Journal of Biosciences, and he has presented at international forums
including the International Primatological Society (IPS) Congress. Rahmadi’s research explores how local
knowledge, language, and cultural perceptions shape conservation outcomes. Alongside his scientific work,
he is also active in science communication and community engagement, promoting more inclusive and

culturally grounded approaches to biodiversity conservation.

“Wild Elephants and Humans Need to Co-exist”: Experiences of
Rural Villagers in Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka

W.M.M.P. Wasalabandara - with W.G.A.S. Wanasinghe, M.T.P. Warnasooriya, R.K. Weerasekara,
W.G.H. Weerasinghe, W.G.V.N.H. Wekumbura, D. Rathish
Faculty of Medicine and Allied Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka « Expected graduation: 2028

SPEAKER BIO

Muthara Wasalabandara is a fourth-year undergraduate student at the Faculty of Medicine and Allied
Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. She is currently pursuing the MBBS degree, and she has obtained a
2nd class upper at the 2nd MBBS examination. In addition, she has actively engaged in leadership and
community service activities, including securing first place in the Cardio-Pulmonary-Resuscitation
competition organised by the College of Anaesthesiologists and Intensivists of Sri Lanka and participating in a
community health screening programme in collaboration with the International Society of Hypertension. Her
academic interests extend beyond medicine to explore one-health. She developed an interest in
Human-Elephant Conflict (HEC) research because her university is located in the Anuradhapura District, the
region most affected by HEC in Sri Lanka. She and her research team aim to contribute to a better
understanding of the health and social consequences of the above-mentioned environmental and public

health issue.
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Writing the Lives of Lucy and Raja: Animal Subjectivity,
Individualization, and Narrative Appropriation

Weronika Wasowicz
University of Warsaw « Expected graduation: 2027

SPEAKER BIO
Weronika Wasowicz is currently a BA student of Anthrozoology and Psychology at the University of Warsaw.

She currently serves as the chair of the Animal Studies Students Association at the same university. She
previously completed a diploma in experimental photography and painting at the Fine Arts High School. Her
interests focus on great apes’ art-making behaviour and its emotional, psychological, and evolutionary
context. She is currently conducting undergraduate research aimed at collecting interdisciplinary data on the
lives of two female great apes from Polish zoological gardens - a chimpanzee, Lucy, and an orangutan - Raja,
known for their artistic activity, in order to prepare zoobiographies based on a non-anthropocentric
perspective. The project is planned as a BA thesis. She has also presented at academic conferences on topics
including the liminality and ontological status of mythological animals and proto-religious behaviours among

chimpanzees.

Development and Validation of a Community Cat Behavior and
Welfare Scale in Urban China

Yuzhu Fu - with Xuan Gu

Shandong University « Expected graduation: 2028

SPEAKER BIO

Yuzhu Fu is a Master’s student in the Department of Social Work at the School of Philosophy and Social
Development, Shandong University, China. Since her undergraduate studies, she has been actively involved
with the campus colony caretaking organization, where her work has focused on the welfare of campus cats
and the development of human-animal relationships. In her social work practice, she is especially interested
in green social work and humane education, exploring governance models that foster harmonious

coexistence between people, nature and animals.
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FLASH TALKS 2

Saturday « 17:45-18:25

People’s Understanding of Animal Emotions Predict Their
Responses to Cats and Dogs Exhibiting Challenging Behaviors

Anna E. Holloway - with Michael A. Kisley
University of Colorado Colorado Springs « Expected graduation: 2027

SPEAKER BIO
Anna is going into her second year as a Master's student at the University of Colorado Colorado Springs, and

the present work is one of her proudest accomplishments from the past year. As a graduate student, she
works with Dr. Mike Kisley and researches human relationships with cats and dogs, specifically what
factors—including beliefs about animal emotions—influence or predict a person's likelihood to help or
intervene with these companion animal species. Her cat, Owen, is a wonderful inspiration as he continually
awes her with vivacious displays of animal emotion. Anna earned her B.S. in Psychology with a minor in
Sociology at Emporia State University, and sends her thanks to everyone in Kansas and Colorado that have

supported her through her academic endeavors.

Do Pets Reciprocate? Examining Beliefs About Animal Emotional
Bonds

Isabel C. Melton - with Michael A. Kisley, Ph.D.
University of Colorado Colorado Springs « Expected graduation: 2027

SPEAKER BIO
Isabel Melton is an undergraduate psychology researcher studying human-animal relationships under the

mentorship of Dr. Michael Kisley. She grew up in a ranching family, where early experiences working closely
with animals—and attending environments such as the stock show—sparked her long-standing fascination
with pet-human interactions. She is particularly interested in how individuals’ beliefs about animals’
capacity for reciprocal love shape attachment and perceived relationships. Her research highlights
perspectives often overlooked in agricultural settings, where farmers and ranchers offer valuable insight into
animal welfare and emotional capacity. This summer, she will expand her work by engaging individuals in the

agricultural industry to better understand these beliefs across diverse animal contexts. Isabel aims to amplify
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the voices of those who work closely with animals and contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of

human-animal relationships.

The Semantics of Wild and Domesticated Reindeer Among the
Evenki of Siberia

Marcia Alejandra Castro Sepulveda

University of Szeged « Expected graduation: 2027

SPEAKER BIO

Marcia Alejandra Castro Sepulveda is a PhD candidate in Altaic Studies at the University of Szeged, Hungary.
She holds a Bachelor's degree in French Language and Literature from Istanbul University and a Master's
degree in International Studies from Sorbonne Nouvelle University, with a specialization in Latin America and
anthropology. Her research focuses on the languages, cultures, and traditional knowledge systems of
Northern Eurasia, particularly among Tungusic-speaking peoples. She works on ethnolinguistics,
ethnosemantics, language contact among Tungusic, Turkic, and Mongolic languages, and Indigenous
ecological knowledge. Her recent research examines human-animal relationships, reindeer terminology,
traditional food systems, and the cultural significance of animals in northern societies. She has presented her
work at international conferences on linguistics, anthropology, folklore, and Indigenous studies. Her broader
interests include cultural heritage, oral traditions, foodways, environmental knowledge, and the relationship

between language, identity, and the natural world.

Domestication by Projection: Anthropocentric Interpretations of
Raccoon Behavior and Physiology in Science and Media

Nessie O'Neil

Miami University « Expected graduation: 2027

SPEAKER BIO
Nessie O’Neil is a Master’s student at Miami University of Ohio participating in Project Dragonfly’s Biology

program. Her research focuses on the conservation of the critically endangered pygmy raccoon of Cozumel,
Mexico, and how tourism and human behavior impact both pygmy raccoons and common raccoons. Nessie is
currently partnering with the Cozumel Municipal Ecology Department to develop a new procyonid
rehabilitation protocol in order to reduce all-cause mortality of the island’s critically endangered raccoons

and coatis. Outside of her research, Nessie is a successful science educator on social media, and enjoys
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spending time with her two raccoon roommates-Moonshine and Alabama Toothpick-who were rescued from

the exotic pet trade.

Canine Tail Docking: Analysis of the Issue

Lauren Melvin

SPEAKER BIO

Lauren Melvin is an Anthrozoology student at Carroll College on the pre-veterinary pathway. She is
distinguished by her creativity as an artist and her curiosity as a biologist. Lauren aims to bring this unique
perspective to veterinary medicine, applying both her artistic creativity and scientific curiosity. By drawing on
her background in anthrozoology, she seeks to provide educational and compassionate care to both

non-human and human clients.

Ecoporn with Chinese Characteristics: Troubling Ecological
Civilisation in CCTV's Chinese White Dolphin

Pit Hok Yau, Tim

University of British Columbia « Expected graduation: 2029

SPEAKER BIO
Pit Hok Yau, Tim is a PhD student in Asian Studies at The University of British Columbia and the Research

Lead for the Hong Kong Animal Law and Protection Organisation. His primary research interests lie in
non-human animal history and welfare, alongside topics in the Environmental Humanities. His PhD thesis
focuses on the intersection between history and storytelling of non-human animals in post-World War Il Hong
Kong. His writings have been published by academic journals, including Hong Kong Studies and Inter-Asia

Cultural Studies, and news outlets such as Hong Kong Free Press, Ming Pao, and South China Morning Post.
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